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IJUEEN VICTORIA'S
AGENT IS GONE.

John Pettit, Reputed
Millionaire, Said to
Have Disappeared.

Fraud Alleged in the Transferof Several Valuable
Properties,

HE OWNED BIG BUILDINGS

Immense Interests Have SufferedGreatly Since His
Disappearance.

THE RENTS ARE NOT COLLECTED

Claimants Say That the Vast Property
Will Suffer Unltss It Is

Suitably Cared
For

Queen Victoria's reputed investing agent
in this country, John Fettit, is said to
have disappeared. He has been for twentyyears one of the best known figures in
the real estate world and has control of
the Bennett Building on Nassau street,
the Downing building on Fulton street,
and half a dozen more big downtown officebuildings, besides many other properties.
He is president of the John Pettit Realty

Corporation, which was capitalized at
$2,000,000 a year ago, and lives in a

palatial home at urange, in. j. Mr. rettit
is a millionaire several times over, accordingto report.
William Calhoun filed a summons and

complaint in the Supreme Court yesterday
in an acticn against Pettit, Mrs. Alida B.
Pettit, Henry It. Waite, Alexander ;C.
Quarrier, Mrs. Jane Quarrler, and Mrs.
Carrie I. H. Calhoun, the plaintiff's
wife. He wants the court to set
aside the conveyance of properties
in Pine, Water, Greenwich, and Gold
streets which, Calhoun claims, was fraudulentlytransferred and conveyed by Waite
and Mrs. Pettit to Quarrier on July 2 last.
He filed an affidavit averring that Pettit
has left the State and cannot be found.
Mr. Robinson said that ail of Pettit's

immense interests have suffered almost entireneglect since his disappearance. The
rents have not been collected in his buildings.and repairs have not been attended
to. Several times, lately, Mr. Robinson
Himeu, one oj xemi s sons uus cuncu ux ins

father's office In the Bennett Building to

inquire for tidings of John Pettit, but went
away as much in the dark as when he
came.
Calhoun, he said, was until recently a

clerk in Pettit's employ. He thought there
was no foundation for Calhoun's suit, and
he said he believed everything would be

explained when the case comes up in court
next Tuesday. Mr. Watte said he thought
Mrs. Pettit was in Europe, but he declined
to hazard any conjecture as to her husband'swhereabouts. Waite has a power
of attorney from Pettit, Lawyer Robinson
declares. In his affidavit Mr. Robinson
says:

Missing; Four Months.
"That the defendant. John Pettit, has

left this State and his whereabouts are

unknown to the plaintiff and have been
for four months past. That if the defendants,Pet tit, , Waite and Quurrier, their
agents and servants are longer permitted
to collect the rents and profits of the
premises described in the complaint, it will
be impossible to pay the interest on the
mortgages and the running expenses of the
premises No. 81 l'ine street, Nos. 128
and 273 Water street. Nos. 74 and 80
Greenwich street and Nos. 73 and 75 Gold
street."
Calhoun's complaint says that on June 4,

1S'J7, he conveyed the properties of which
he was the owner to Pettit In escrow. He
says Pettit gave a power of attorney to
Waite and that Waite had the deeds recorded,and that on July 23 last Waite and
Mrs. Pettit conveyed the property to Quarrler.Calhoun asks for an accounting for
damages over the property.

Q,aeen Victoria's Agrent.
John Pettit bought the building at Nassau.Apn and Fulton streets from James

Gordon_ Bennett the elder and controls It!
yet. He nas always Deen supposed iu ue

the representative of Queen Victoria in this
country in her New York real estate Investments.which are believed to be heavy.
Besides the Bennett and the Downing'
buildings, Pettit owned the building next
to the Downing building, on Fulton street,
the building on the southwest corner of
Beekman and Pearl street and many others.
His reputed connection in a business

way with Her Imperial Majesty, the Queen
of England and Empress of India, gave him
unlimited credit and the highest standing
In the business world. His private fortune
was estimated at from $5,000,000 to $7,000.-
000 when a year ago he organized the John
Pettit Realty Corporation. It was advertisedextensively, and stocks and bonds
were floated to a large amount. The corporationwas to handle the Pettit propertiesand to make further real estate investments.
In Trow's Corporation and Co-Partnership

Directorv tlie capital stock of the corporationis given as $2,000,000, and the officers
as follows: John Pettit, president; J. W.
Spencer, vice-president and A. C. Quarriet.
secretary. The offices were at No. 30 East
Twenty-third street, but recently they have
been movd downtown to the Bennett building.Trow's Directory, after giving these
bare details, adds the line:
"Further information unobtainable."
About three years ago Pettit and his

wife agreed to separate, and he came to
New York to live, while she continue lo
make her home In West Orange in a $100,000residence, which Is knowii as the SilverSpring. Pettit bought this place from
Lowell Mason about seven years ago. One
daughter. Miss Mabel Pettit. is now in
Germany visiting an older sister, who is
married to a German nobleman.
Roland Pettit. a son. Is spending the

Summer at Seabright. In Mrs. Pettit's ab-
sence the Silver Spring place is In the
hsujds of a caretaker.
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Prom yesterday's discussion in th
the English stock market it would se

tween Russia and England for contro
the control of the Persian gulf as th
sia has dominated in Northern Persl
absolutely controlled Southern Persia
toms houses in the ports are leased t
sia were to secure control of a Persia
with her own territory she would kav
land in India if the long-predicted cl

tnwnrfl and England e

England lias stopped tlie sale of arm
seizure of the Manchester weapons o

But whether that seemingly eommere
with the present reported effort of R
of the Persian gulf remains to be (lev
will show how important to Russia 1
on Ti»o gulf in ease her armies could n

doo Koosh.

LOADOX, Aug. 5 There is great uneasinesson all sides here in view of
the Chinese situation, which is regardedas bringing an open conflict between

Great Britain and Russia within measurable
distance, and it is universally felt that the

Marquis of Salisbury's invertebracy in

yielding to Russian aggressiveness is responsiblefor the dangerous complication,
which can only be overcome by the most

prompt and most lirm intimation that
Russia's open opposition to British commercialconcessions must cease.

Replying to a question to-day in the
House of Commons, the. Parliamentary
Secretary for the Foreign Office, Mr.

George N. Curzon, said Her Majesty's Governmenthad heard that a great power was

endeavoring to obtain a port on the PersianGulf. Two-thirds of the trade of the

gulf was British, Mr. Curzon added, whereforethe Government was specially interestedIn the matter. The power mentioned.it is said, is beyond doubt Russia.
It was reported on the Stock Exchange

to-day that the British Government had
"monopolized the St. Petersburg wire for
twenty-four hours."
Prices on the Stock Exchange to-day

broke all around, owing to the scare caused
by the strained relations between Great
Britain and Russia, growing out of Chinese
questions.
The Paris market was also nervous for

the same reason.

GUESSING AT THE!
ROYAL MYSTERY.

Many Explanations of the Trip of the
Princess of Wales to

Copenhagen.
From a SStafT Correspondentof the Journal.
(Copyright. 1898, by AY. R. Hearst.)
Condon, Aug. 5..Here, are the variousreasons given for the trip of the

Princess of Wales to Copenhagen: To settlea quarrel between Prince Charles and
the Princess Maud; to settle a diplomatic
dispute between England and Russia over

Chinese matters; the King of Denmark is
ill; the Queen of Denmark is ill; the
Princess herself Is ill, and the Copenhagenair Is pleasanter than that of the
Isle of Wight; to pay a visit to her
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V Seek 3 Road to
d!3.
e House of Commons find the flurry in
em that the never-ending conflict be1in Asia had again become acute, with
e matter of contention. Hitherto Rusaalong her border, while England lias so

and the gulf trade that the Persian cusoEnglishmen. If the ever-active Rusnport and connect that port by rail
e a base from which to threaten Encashshould come between Russia reachncroachlngnorthward from, Hindustan,
s along the Persian gulf, the recent
n the Beluehistan being a case in point,
ial incident was remotely connected
ussia to reach the Indian ocean by way
elcyted. A dance at the map. however,
n an attack on India would be a base
ot force the famous passes of the Hin-

mother; an interesting event in the family
of Princess Maud; and, finally, the Prince
and Princess of Wales have separated.
But with all the gossip and guessing,

nobody knows just why she did go. Mennjwhile the Prince of Wales Is on the royal
yacht Osborne, off Cowes, unable to walk,
owing to the accident to his knee; the
Queen is at Osborne, near by, with the
court; the Duke of York is on the cruiser
Orescent, which is acting as a guard ship
at Cowes, and the Princess of Wales is
with her mother and her daughter at
Copenhagen. All are keeping silent, and
everybody is wondering what the royal
mystery is.

PRAISES JOURNAL
NATIONAL POLICY.

Mirrors the Legitimate Ambitionsnf thp United
States.

Frcm a Staff Correspondentof" tha Journal,
(Copyright, 1808, by W. R. Hearst.)
Rome, Aug. 5..The Messagero says todaythat the national policy inaugurated by

the New York Journal mirrors perfectly
the great and legitimate ambitions of the
United States.
After a careful survey of the results of

the Spanish-American war, the Italia Mlllitare remarks that the United S ites is
now fully entitled to become an important
factor in the concert of the grer t powers
of the world, and that Europe will find that
due consideration must be given to this
new power. The paper predicts that this
new state of things will cause a mighty!
reinforcement of ail the Euro jean fleets.

ATE! iVl ANY OL-AJVIS;
THEN DEATHCAME,

William Huston, of Jefferson place,
Union Hill, X. J., died at his home on

Thursday night from indigestion brought
on by eating too manv claims,
Huston attended a clambake given by his

lodge of K. of P. a week ago yesterday
and ate so many clams that when he reach.
ed home he became seriously ill. Physicianswere unable to save his life.

HELMUTS OPE!
NEWPORT'S EYES.

O. H. F. Belmont, Who Waked Up
Society.

Society Startled by Unique
Entertainment at Gray

Crag.
HAD A "WILD WEST SHOW,"

Rode on the Merry-Go-Round
and Participated in a

Cake Walk.

LISTENED TO ALICE ATHERTON.

Found Their Coachmen and Carriages
Had Been Dismissed and Were BundledHome in a "Straw

Ride."

Newport, R. I., Aug. 6..For days all
Newport lias talked of the entertainment to
be given by llrs. O. H. P. Belmont. The
entertainment was given to-night, and for
years to-come.-.nll Newport will gossip of
its "effects" and originalities.
Nothing has been seen here like it since

the time society turned its beneficent
attention this way in the years of long ago,
for the Belmonts have given society something'new.
The 300 acres of Gray Crag Park, the

Belmont glory and the Belmont hobby, are

about four miles from Newport proper.
Toward this part and the Belmont mansion
pressed the 140 bidden guests. In that directionalso turned the longing, envious
eyes of the unbidden.
The whisper of the cottage porticos and

tre hotel verandas was that $10,000 was

to be spent in the entertainment and that
many a brow bad wrinkled in the study
of unique and even daring effects. An elec-
trie light plant had been specially set up
on the grounds and all the great park
sparkled and gllmraerecr like' a realm of
faery.

Fair Ones on Wooden Steeds.
Then, too, there was an electrical carrousel,or merry-go-round, on which society

daines and maids emulated the equestrian
feats of the men and plucked rich prizes
with their lances, just as gamins at the
country fair stab with their poniards at the
reluctant rings which win the guerdon of
another ride.
But the merry-go-round was only part of

the gay frolic. There was a cake walk,
participated in by fast-black negroes and
negresses, who footed their most fantastic
measures to win the applause of the spiritedcompany.
Then followed all the attractions of a

country fair, with fakirs crying their wares
and nostrums, rogues for a night plying
tlieir beguiling trade tricks and fortune tellersdipping into all sorts of futures for
those who desired to try their luck in the
bright beyond. Led by Mrs. Belmont, the

fit's rlUU UCttUA XiCttXU W11UI- I Mtf IUIIUUC

tollers had to say of what was in store for
them.

"Wild West Show."
More than this, there was/a "Wild West

Show," with whooping Tudians and pistoling,lariating cowboys, the "Deadwood
Coach" -hold-up and the rough riding feats
of the frontier.
But this was not enough. Down from

New York came Manager Edward E. Rice,
escorting Alice Atherton, whose gowns were
the wonder and admiration of the folk of
the social swim, and whose specialties so
pleased the eye and ear that there was recallafter recall. Mrs. St.uyvesant Fish and
Mrs. Hermann Oelrichs, who were assisting
Mrs. Belmont in the entertainment, leading
the applause.

All this time two bands pjayed on the
lawns, and Narfagansett Bay was all aflame
with a pyrotechnic display. From all the
nearby islands in the bay, and from many
boats anchored off the shore, the fireworks,
the rockets and the bombs "flamed and
flickered on the night." Of course lliere
was banqueting and the frolic lasted long.
Then n-hpn flip quests vpi'p readv to civf>

over the funmaktn". they found that all
their coachmen and equipages had been
dismissed, and that in their places were
lumbering van filled with rye straw. So
guesfts and participants bundled in and enjoyedan old-fashioned "straw ride."
And now society has plenty to talk about.

The Relmonts have given the entertainment-wearydevotees of Newport's social
goddess something new. They declined to
open Gray Crag for the Count of Turin or
Prince Albert, but to-night gave the unique
entertainment of all the Newport years.

WAR WILL MAKE
BUS IINII=:»5=> UOUD.

London Statist Predicts a Wave of
Prosperity in America to

Follow Peace.

London. Anor. 5..The Statist predicts
a great wave of American prosperity after
the war anil active European business in
American securities.
"Cuba," it says, "will give employment

to a vast amount of capital; and the
stimulus to industry there will react upon
the United States. The investments in
Cuba, ,Porto Rico and the Philippines will
partioyuArly benefit railways."

MASSO'S I
FOR FR

Patriot President 1

lev Explaining
of His I

President Masso of
/ \

WASHINGTON, Aug. o.-George Reno,
who has bren with the Cuban insurgentstime years, reached Washingtonto-day and presented to President McKinle.va communication from President

Bartilome Masso, President of the Cuban
provisional government, with headquarters
at La Ksperanza, Puerto Principe Province.
President Masso was anxious to explain

the attitude of the provisional government
to the President of the United States, in

view of the friction between Generals Shafferand Garcia and the misapprehension he
feared might exist In the American mkA
as to the attitude of the Cuban insurgent
President Masso's message to President
McKinley is as follows:
"I am anxious only to bring about peace

and a feeling of satisfact'on which will be
gratifying both to the Cubans and to the
United States. To further that end, if
deemed best, I would gladly resign my
PUSILIUU as riffllUCUL Ui mc pivmaiuuai

government at any moment. I have lived,
labored and fought for my country all my
life, and my greatest desire is to see her
in a condition of peace, security and prosperitybefore I die.
"The expulsion of the Spanish with the

assistance of the army and navy of the
United States is now a practically establishedfact, for which we can perlrape never

repay our benefactors.
Confldence )n Uncle Sn.ni.

"The rehabiliment of the island will be
for us a most important step, and one in
which the United States cannot but be
greatly interested. It is our wish to give
all possible assistance in bringing about
this end, and all pains will be taken to
overcome any political or social obstacles
that may stand in the way. _

"We fully re-aline and are deligrhtedin the fact that we are In the
hands of the people of the United
States, for In them and their Governmentwo have the most implicit con-

fldence. The slightest friction or

misumierRtaiidinjar with the Administrationat Washington would give
us unbounded pain.
"Our only wish is to know what Is desiredof us and what are the riews enter,

tained by your Government regarding us,
wilh reference to the solution of the problemof the future of Cuba. Born and
raised on the Jeland, and with a history
known to every man. woman and child, I
cannot but think that I possess an influence,social and political, which may be
used for the betterment of my country
and to the furtherance of the plans of the
United States with reference to the future
of Cuba.

Can Cuba Govern Herself f
"Knowing my people as I do, I cannot

think that the problem of reconstruction,
if rightly approached, is as serious as it
may seem to outsiders. I know that the
question is seriously asked whether the
Cubans are capable of governing themselves;can they be trusted to govern? I
can only answer by saying that we have a

population entirely different from that of
Oilier UBUll-auirxlLnu nmuiuco, nuu luni.

no spot oil earth can be found where peace
and freedom from strife of all kinds Is
move desired than in the island of Cuba.
"Our people, unlike those of other Spanish-Americancountries, are not a warlike

people, and they were driven to rebellion
by the greatest possible oppression as a

dernier resort to avoid absolute slavery, if
not annihilation. Once the Spanish people
leave this soil. It will be a most serious occasionindeed that could bring about an
armed resistance."The vast majority of the population of
Cuba are agriculurists. and possess
neither ambition nor the desire to hold
office. To be left alone to the cultivation

PLAN
EE CUBA.
vVrites to McKinlthe Attitude
3eople.

J

*

the Cuban Republic.
of the soil and the enjoyment O'f their
home life is all they- ask.

Learned Liberty from Vs.
"These people comprise seven-eighths of

our population. Of the remainder, our

leaders, political and military, many were

educated in the United States.
"There tliey have imbibed the

spirit of liberty and learned the
meaning of a true republieun form
of government. In their knowledge,
ability and integrity we place our
trust., and under the guidance and
protection of the United States I can
see for Cuba a future of brightness.
"It is true that the temper of our peopleis peculiarly sensitive, with a tendency

10 distrust toward all who attempt to rule
or govern. This is but the natural result
of our long period of subjection and oppressionat the hands of Spain. B.ut it 's
equally true that our people are responsive
and eager to grasp the hand of friendship.
This has been extended to us by the
United States in a most generous and selfsacrificingmanner, and no true Cuban will
ever forget it.

Bondage "Was Complete.
"But of public schools In Cuba we have

had none, and our public press has been
but the mouthpiece of the monarchy, and
in consequence a large percentage of our

populace is completely ignorant, and has
a tendency to distrust any effort to govern
them by a foreign power.
"For this reason, if for no other, the

establishment of any form of government
should be done with the utmost frankness
on both sides and a clear understanding
of the relations that are to be established
between the Government and the people
governed. If the right men are chosen to
govern the task will be easy; the people
will govern themselves. If through misin-
lormanon me wrung ujcii arc sevurcu jur

office the problem of reconstruction may
be encumbered with more than one difficulty.
"If this possible political friction can

be avoided, through a judicious selection
of the first rulers, the path of those to
follow will be smooth enough. It is
through my long service and intimate acquaintancewith the strength and the
weaknesses of my people that I hope to
be able to point out to the Administration
of the United States the stumbling blocks
to be avoided, and to be of material assistancein bringing about a happy and satisfactorysolution of the problem of reconstructionon the island of Cuba.

"Will Wake Any Sacrifice.
"To further this end and to benefit my

country I am willing to make any sacrifice.
"Our first step, with the approval

of the United States Government,
will l»e to call a new Assembly,
which will represent as far us possibleevery section of territory and
condition of people. This Assembly
will elect a new Provisional Governmentthat will possess more

powers than the present one. which
is of necessity a government of the
revolution.
"But the result of the new Assembly will

be to form a government which will still
be limited In power, and whose most 1m-
portant worK will i>e tne estaDiisinnenx or

a permanent and complete government,
founded on the lines of that of the T'nited
States, and one which, we hope, and have
every reason to believe, will be satisfactory
both to the United States and Cuba."
Mr. Reno declined to discuss his interview

with the President, further than to say
mat toe tresiuem aau cijirfsspu uo- grew(flration at what lie regarded as a fair and
reasonable attitude 011 the part of the provisionalgovernment.
"President Masso," said Mr. Reno, "was

much distressed at finding that the first
Ameriean campaign in Cuba had been
marked by friction between the American
and Cuban commanders. AVhile he had not
been informed officially as to the merits
of the case, it was difficult for him to believethat General Garcia had desired the
rank and file of his troops to enter the city
of Santiago. President Masso said he could
readily understand why General Shatter
might hesitate to introduce into a surrenderedcity other troops than his own,

Earticularly in view of the wrongs Cubans
are suffered at Spanish hands **

SPAIN MUST 9IVE
MANILA TO US.

McKinley Demanded
Possession of It and

Subig Bay.
Sagasta Didn't Like a Word

and It Was Changed. .

to Please Him.

MADRID LEADERS SHOCKED

Supposed We Only Intended a

Temporary Occupation PendingNegotiations.
MORE TALK OF INTERFERENCE.

Spanish Politicians Hope That the
European Powers Will Interpose
to Prevent Our Acquiring Territoryin the Philippines.

From sa Staff Correspond"
ent of the Journal.

(Copyright. 1S9S, by W. R. Hearst.)
Madrid, Auk. 5.(Censored Dispatch.)

.Premier Sagasta continued his conferencesto-day with the political leaders of
all parties. A large majority of them
favor peace. . The only exceptions are
Romero Robledo, who says, "Carry on the
war," and General Azearraga. The latter
says: "The entire army is pained at the
prospect of the Cuban army evacuating
without having fought. The war must continueif we have any means to carry it on.
If not, we must make peace now."
General Clincilla, the Military Governor

of Madrid, says: "I am a military man,
and I gave Senor Sagasta such an answer
as a soldier must give; but the army will
obey the.-decision of the .Government."
Senor Sagasta informed the political

leaders of the contents of the American
note. He said to them, among other
things:

' Besides the demands already
known, America asks for the occupationand possession of Manila, and
Snbig Bay. M. Caiiilien asked and
obtained from President McKinley
a change of the word possession' to
another word meaning; the same."
This revelation caused a sensation- when

it was understood that America only pretendedto a temnorarv occupation nending
arrangements for a future regime in the }
Philippines. It is believed the powers ol>
ject to a permanent possession of Manila
and Subig Bay.
Paris, Aug. 5r.At the suggestion of the

Spanish Ambassador here, Senor Castillo,
the Sjss&Jefe ®tT*cjjinent has asked,
through M. C-SMBSoa, that s&e United Statejg
send ex-Minister Woodford to Paris 06 £
peace commissioner, and also that, after
the signing of the preliminary compact the
negotiations should be^onduoted in Paris.
Senor Castillo received discretionary pow- ,
er several weeks ago to approach Ambassa-
dor Porter regarding peace, but he preferredto wait in the hope pf dealing with
Woodford. Senor Castillo knows that AmbassadorPorter helped to block the Spanishloan in Paris, and he is, therefore,
anxious to negotiate with Woodford.

Another Message from Spnin.
Washington, Aug. 5..Premier Sagast*

has sent another communication to AmbassadorCambon, and the French Embassyisbusy to-night. The Ambassador. First
Secretary Thiebault and Chancellor Boeufve
have secluded themselves and the click of
the typewriters can be beam in the street.
Has Spain accepted or rejected our

terms or has she sent another message of
injniry and protest'? That is the question
that will be answered within the next
twenty-four hours. In diplomatic circles
the opinion is that Spain has made further
Inquiry.
Much interest has been aroused over the

"modification"' Ambassador Cambon is said
to have secured in our note from President
McKinley. On the night of the day the
French Ambassador called on the Presidentto reeeive the tends the friends and
well-wishers of Spain said that the change
secured was "trifling" and concerned the
"verbiage" of the note only. Further interestwas aroused in Washington over the
Journal's special declaring that Premier
Sagasta had said that otid terms include
the occupation and possession of Manila
and Subig Bay, and that Al. cam Don inducedthe President to change the word
"possession" to another word meaning the
same thing. Recollection of Cabinet officers
jon this point as to the exact words employeddiffer, but all unite in the statement
that the sense of the not was not changed
in any particular. One Cabinet officer ^
thinks the substituted word for "possession"was "holding," while another Cab net
officer said that the terms included "the
holding. O'-cupation and power of control"
over Manila and Subig Bay.
The presumption is that the French Am;bassador thought the word "possession"

had a distinct and technical sense which
could not be ascribed to the word "holding."Similarly the view is held that the
President appreciating the intention of the
Administration in this respecit could see
no objection to the substitution of a word
which has the same meaning, if the Spaniardsregarded it as less offensive. The
idea is entertained that the Spanish Ministry.wishing to break the news geDtly to
the Spanish populace, asked for the change
of the word so that the Spanish people
might be led to believe that the tinal dis-
position of Manila would be decided by
the Peace Commission. The more doubt
there is as to the terms in Spain, the
easier It will be to preserve peace in that
country. M. Cambon will probably call
upon President McKinley in relation to tb*
latest note from Spain.


